*When you read any of my works, you will need to have read both The Dictator’s 
Handbook by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith and The 48 Laws of 
Power by Robert Greene to understand the messages that follow. Also, a reminder 
that the definition of youth used here is people under the age of majority. In the US, 
that’s people ages 0-17. 


*You might also want to read /nfluence: The Psychology of Persuasion, by Robert 
Cialdini; Our Masters’ Voices: The Language and Body-language of Politics, by Max 
Atkinson; and Power: Why Some People Have It and Others Don’t, by Jeffrey Pfeffer. 
These books will help you gain a deeper understanding of Youth Liberation and how 
parents oppress their kids. These books will also be instrumental in helping you 
come up with strategies to avoid getting hurt by your parents, band together 
against the school system, and organize and protest safely and effectively. 


*The word parent-slaver means “parent who legally owns their kid as property.” 
This means that all parents who have kids under the age of majority are parent- 
Slavers. 


You Don’t Need Money to Hang Out 


One of the things that parent-slavers are always telling us is that we need money to 
hang out. We always need to “DO” something, like eat at a restaurant, buy movie 
tickets, or test out our new airsoft guns. Parents tell us we need money, or at least 
cool stuff; otherwise, it isn’t fun. These are just lies, and they’re always subtly 
aimed at keeping youth from spending their time together. You don’t need to have 
money or stuff to hang out. There is plenty of fun to be had just by meeting up and 
chilling. You just meet up and hang out. If there’s stuff you want to talk about, you 
talk about it. Otherwise, you just hang out, and it's cool. Being in the same space 
while keeping to yourselves is a fun way to hang out. 


Youth have been enjoying themselves without money since the dawn of humanity. 
They just messed around and had a good time, doing whatever they wanted with 
whatever was available to them. A few ideas for having fun are: talking about your 
favorite TV shows; exploring the forest and drawing a map of where you went; 
creating an underground newspaper; exploring and mapping out the town; defacing 
your old textbooks; and practicing a specific dance move. The point is to do 
whatever you want, no matter how stupid, boring, or rude it seems. 


One mistake youth make is to hang out in their houses, their backyards, or 
anywhere on their parents’ property. Just go somewhere else, man. You can do the 
same stuff somewhere around town and have more fun because you can be louder 
and make dumb jokes and not filter yourself for your parent-slavers. Also, grab 
some food from the pantry and stuff it in your bag because you'll probably get 
hungry. 


A second mistake youth make is to hang out at school. Nobody wants to hang out at 
school; it’s not fun, and there are always staff there just itching to report to your 
parents. Not to mention that some kids are always thinking about grades and 
having a good school record to keep their parents from abusing them. Go 
somewhere else, like really, school is not cool. 


Lastly, there’s this stupid idea going around that you actually need stuff in common 
to hang out. That’s BS. Most people don’t even stick to their hobbies anyway (btw, 
check out “The Method” in DWYW Issue 3 to guarantee that you stick to your 
hobbies), so having stuff in common is just an illusion most of the time. The vast 
majority of kids like hanging out and talking, and having stuff in common is usually 
just a conversation starter. If you really need something in common to talk about, 
talk about something you saw on social media or something. Like, a ton of youth 
watch the same shows and videos, so it’s not like you have super unique tastes 
anyway. 


Conversation for Dummies 


Some kids have trouble talking to friends and are always making it awkward. 
There’s no shame in not knowing how to make friendship work. Here’s a guide to 
make things easier for you. 


How to get your friend to meet up: Ask, “Want to hang out next Tuesday?” If they 
say yes, then ask, “Does 1pm work?” If they say yes, then it’s on. If they say no to 
Tuesday or 1pm, ask, “How about Friday?” and “How about 10am?” Always make 
sure that you lock down the day, the time, and the place when you first ask them to 
hang out. 


How to form a friend group: Ask, “Want to form a friend group?” when you’re 
standing or sitting around with a bunch of other kids. Then go around individually 
and ask, “What’s your phone number for the group chat?” 


How to apologize: Say, “Hey, I’m really sorry for ghosting you yesterday. Can you 
forgive me?” If they say yes, then you’re all good. If they say no, either ask, “What 
can | do to make it up to you?” or just move on. Sometimes relationships are not 
meant to be. 


How to ask for an apology: “Hey, | felt really hurt by this. Can | have an apology?” 

Yeah, it sounds dumb and kinda stupid and bratty and entitled, but sometimes you 
just gotta ask. First, it lets them know that they hurt you. Second, it gives them an 
easy way to solve the problem. 


How to keep a friend group together: You don’t always have to have everyone hang 
out at the same time. Hanging out in twos and threes is totally okay; just get the 
whole group together when you can. Say, “Want to hang out next Tuesday?” If 
some people say yes, you'll be hanging out with those people next Tuesday. If some 
people say no, that’s okay. You'll see them some other time. Or if you want to hang 
out with that person or people, just find a different time when you and them can 
hang out. You don’t have to hang out with everybody at the same time. Just keep 
finding times to meet up, and you'll be golden. Also, keep reaching out to someone 
if it seems like they’re slowly fading out of the group. 


How to keep a conversation fun: Don’t hang out at home. Parents kill all the fun. 
Keep at least a mile between you and anyone’s parents. Also, keep a mile between 
you and babysitters and adults in general. 


How to ask to hang out again: Say, “That was fun. Want to hang out again next 
Tuesday?” Or if you’ve been doing this for awhile, say, “That was fun. Does next 
Tuesday work? If they say yes, ask, “Same time, same place?” 


How to reschedule: If something comes up, say, “I can’t make it on Tuesday. Want 
to reschedule?” If they say yes, ask, “How about Wednesday?” Don’t offer an 
apology; you have a good reason for not being able to make it. Just reschedule until 
you find a time that works. Again, always make sure to lock down the meetup place 
as well. 


When people ask how you’ve been: Say, “I’ve been great!” And then talk about 
something that you found cool recently or that’s been on your mind. “Btw, have you 
seen Ji-Ssoo’s music video?” You don’t have to tell them your life story; just say 
you've been great and transition into whatever topic. 


How to leave a hangout early when you have to go do something: “Hey, | got to go. 
This was fun.” If they want you to stay, just say, “Yeah, | really gotta go. But this 
was fun.” Keep it simple. You don’t have to say why you have to leave, and they’re 
not entitled to know. Make sure to reschedule before you leave; this is very 
important as it shows that you want to hang out again and aren’t just done with the 
friendship. 


How to keep from having lulls in the conversation: Ask “What do you mean?” when 
somebody says something that you’re not clear about or you just want to hear what 
they have to say. It’s okay to use this line again and again; nobody will mind. It 
gives people an opportunity to talk. 


When you're bored: Say, "I've got to go. It was fun talking to you," and leave. No 
need to feel guilty. 


How to encourage the other person to speak up: Don’t interrupt. And every time 
you do, immediately stop what you’re saying and apologize, then be quiet so that 
the other person can speak. Don’t be afraid of silence. Sometimes you need a 
minute, two minutes, or more of silence; just be comfortable with it. Silence isn’t 
going to hurt you. It encourages the other person to speak up because they'll see 
silence as prime real estate for talking about something they want to talk about. 


How to take a group Selfie: Ask, “Wanna take a selfie?” Or just take one yourself 
and ask if they wanna join in. If you keep hanging out, you take a group selfie every 
time you meet. Kind of like a scrapbook. It also gives you something to talk about 
later and allows you to customize your clothes for your next selfie. 


When you want to change the subject: “Hey, subject change, what do you think 
about this?” 


When you’re uncomfortable talking about something: Say, “Do you skateboard?” or 
one of your hobbies. Or just change the subject. 


When the conversation is dead in the water: Ask them questions about themselves. 
It doesn’t have to be an interrogation. Just ask them one thing about themselves 
and then follow it up with the old “What do you mean?” Eventually, you'll find 
something to talk about. 


When you feel uncomfortable with eye contact: Just look down while you talk and 
only meet their eyes once in a while. Or not at all. Don’t feel pressured; you’re not 
weird, and they won't care if you keep your eyes on the ground. 


If they insult you and you need to leave: Just turn around and walk away. Don’t 
even make eye contact; don’t say anything; just go. You don’t have to put up with 
this. 


When people say something you don’t agree with: Either agree with them and 
change the subject or ask, “What do you mean?” Then, once they’ve talked 
themselves out, change the subject. You’re not in a philosophy class; you don’t 
need to have an intellectual seminar. Just let them talk and move on. 


When you have an idea of something you want to do right now: “Hey, want to play 
BS (the card game)?” or whatever it is that you want to do. 


If you can’t stop speaking with big words (like a nerd): Use slang. It’s okay if you 
sound dumb and rude; just stop speaking like you’re in English class. You’re not 
being graded, and no one will hit you if you don’t sound like your parents’ model 
daughter and future CEO. It’s okay if you mix and match slang and it doesn't make 
sense. No one is grading you, and literally no one cares. 


When you want to say something but they’re talking: Wait. For the love of god, wait. 
The urge to interrupt will pass, and if what you wanted to say is important, you'll 
remember it later. If not, no sweat. Just never interrupt (and if you do, apologize 
and then stay quiet). 


If someone is roasting you: Roast them back. Don’t make the roasts super personal; 
just find an insult that sounds good. If they respond back in kind, that’s great. If 
they look hurt or try to start a fight, maybe remind them that “If you didn’t want to 
get roasted back, you shouldn’t have started in the first place.” Some friendships 
are built on friendly roasting; some aren’t. Find out which kind this one is. 


How to Form a Youth Liberationist Group 


Find another kid who knows about Youth Liberation. Say, “Want to form a group and 
do stuff about it?” 


If you don’t know anybody who knows about Youth Liberation, just ask someone, 
“Have you heard about Youth Liberation?” If they say no, just send them a link to 
the youth rights subreddit or one of the many other youth rights social media 
groups. You can also send them a link to the zine Youth Liberation Now, DWYW 
Issue 1, or to any number of youth liberationist articles online. 


Meet up outside of both school and home. It’s important that the setting is good for 
youth liberationist thinking. School and home are the main places where youth get 
oppressed, so you don’t want to meet up there. 


Bring a youth liberationist article or two to share at the club. That way, you'll all 
have something to talk about. Just have everyone go around in the circle and share 
their thoughts on the article. Articles by Peter Grey, Carol Black, and Emma 
Goldman are pretty good, as are any of Mike Males’s books. Issues of this zine (Do 
Whatever You Want by Liberationist111) are also very good material. 


Form a group chat. You'll need one to schedule meetings with the rest of the club. 
One thing that is important to notice is that you don’t need to meet up with 
everyone at once. If some people can’t make it, that’s okay. Just meet with them 
another time or let them come to the next meeting. People will meet together on 
their own in twos and threes, and not everyone can always come. The important 
part is that you keep meeting up and talking about Youth Liberation. 


If you’re going to stage a protest, say so and make sure everyone knows the day 
and time. Take a selfie at the protest and share it with the rest of the group. Invite 


everyone to come and bring some snacks that everyone (or at least most people in 
the group) likes. 


Keep expanding the group: youth are going to come and go, as they have to do 
things to keep their parents from hurting them. For some, it's studying; for others, 
it's manual labor; and many are just being imprisoned by their parents and so can't 
get to the meeting. Just make sure that you keep inviting people. You can invite 
people by saying, “Hey, want to come to our club meeting? | think you'll like it.” 
This invitation is low-pressure, so they don’t have to commit to joining the club, just 
to coming to a club meeting and seeing what it’s about. 


Sense the vibe. If other kids want to talk about Youth Liberation and be super 
serious, that’s okay because at least you’re talking about Youth Liberation regularly. 
If other kids want to stage a protest right now, draft new laws to liberate youth from 
slavery, and put up posters at school, that’s okay too. Some groups are more 
serious than others. 


Write your own paragraphs on Youth Liberation and bring them to share with the 
group. Remember, kids are the leaders, the decision-makers, and the organizers of 
the movement. There is no greater expert than yourself, and so what you say has 
the highest importance. Be confident when you write about Youth Liberation. If you 
claim to be second in understanding the oppression of youth, no adult could be first. 


When making big decisions that require the group to take action, take a vote. If you 
decide to write an essay or doctrine that has the name of the group on it, vote on it 
when it’s done to see that the group majority supports the completed product. Make 
sure that the vote is anonymous (you can use an anonymous online voting form; 
just look one up) and use an absolute majority to decide whether to take action. 


Keep a detailed record of group activities over the long term so that you can track 
your political activity. This helps if you’re looking to increase youth liberationist 
activity and get to staging regular protests, publishing regular essays, or emailing 
legislators with fully written-out policy proposals. 


Never let adults and/or parents in. Parents are the political enemies of youth, the 
slave owners who own youth, and the people who carry out the most youth 
oppression. Adults also often support youth oppression, so you should be very 
careful around them too. Don’t let either of them in. Don’t let them find out what 
you are discussing in meetings, where and when you are meeting, or who is in the 
group. Both the majority of adults and all parents want to shut down youth 
liberationist organizing. Don’t fall prey to them. 


Don’t talk over younger kids like they’re stupid. Four-year-olds can have good ideas 
about Youth Liberation, and creating fake divides in the movement based on age is 


stupid. Three-year-olds are youth; so are babies; and so are 17-year-olds. Take 
three-year-olds, five-year-olds, and everyone under ten seriously, because their 
political demands matter. Getting rid of the oppression of younger kids, toddlers, 
and babies is just as important as getting rid of the oppression of teenagers. All 
youth should have autonomy and be free from parental authority, and that means 
everyone ages 0-17. Don’t start using parent propaganda on them just because 
they’re not within two years of your age. 


Look at other political groups and see what methods they use to increase their 
membership. Talk with your group members about what you can do to promote 
your group and spread the idea that youth are people too. 


Don’t give up. It’ll be awkward at first, and there will be challenges in scheduling 
and getting used to getting along with each other. This is just in the short term; 
eventually, the group will be running like a well-oiled machine. 


